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  May 2012 Newsletter of the Keweenaw Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.  Help preserve the interdependent web of all existence, of which we are a part.
______________________________________________________________________________
Sunday Mornings at 10:30
 May 6: "MAY DAY" is both an ancient celebration and a call for help.  May 
invites us to note what is bursting into bloom, to our terror and delight.
May 13: Forum: The Process Committee will seek your views on how you want to shape the future of our Fellowship. 

May 20: "Transcendentalism"  The Green Sanctuary worship team brings you Unitarian and Universalist intuitions of our place in the nature of things. This is the second of our series of four services. Join in the planning! (see meeting notice below). POTLUCK 
May 27: "Self Culture" as the free and responsible search for truth and meaning -- most recently expanded by UU young adults to include right relations - invites us on a journey through self into the world and back again. Around the country, UUs are exploring the two-course sequence "Whose Am I?" and "Who Is My Neighbor?" as part of this quest.

Our minister is The Reverend Dr. Sydney A. Morris, ph. 370-3927, samorris@uuma.org.   

Child care is available every Sunday
_____________________________________
May birthdays: 2nd, Jan Dalquist; 3rd, Cindy Enderby, Betsy Tahtinen; 7th, Betty Haro; 9th, Arthur Jones; 16th, Cindy Harrison; 20th, Elen Maurer; 22nd, William M.C. Shapton; 24th, Don Arkin, Pam Dobbs, Leander Wheeler; 25th, 
Keith Baldwin; 27th, Ellen Bornhorst, Marty Smith; 28th, Lucy Kurtz, Craig Waddell.       #

Meditation meets every Friday at noon for brief sharing and instruction, and time to sit in silence together. 
Caregivers Group meets every Wednesday from 3 to 4PM. 
Covenant Group meets the 4th Sunday of each month at the KUUF office at 12:30 PM. 
Office Volunteers are welcome to come help on Wednesdays from 1 to 3PM! 
Green Sanctuary Sunday Service Planning Group meets at 10AM on Wednesday May 1st. 
ADULT EDUCATION on the history and current scope of Unitarian Universalism will meet  on the Sundays that Rev. Sydney preaches (May 6, 20 and 27). Come at 9:30AM to the big meeting room at BHK for 45 minutes of reading, discussion and the occasional video. All are welcome!   #                                 
The 2nd Annual KUUF Plant Sale will be held on Sunday, May 27, after the service. Please bring your potted plant divisions, seedlings, or bulbs to the BHK  building on Sat., May 26, between 3 and 5 PM for pricing. Plants for sale include: Iris, glads, various ground covers, hosta, geraniums, tomatoes, swiss chard, zinnias, and marigolds. We will also have a number of herb starts available. Black plastic pots are available in the vestibule .If you have brown paper grocery bags, please bring them to services any Sunday before the sale, as they make great take home containers.  - Barry Fink and Mary Kuure.         #

From the KUUF Process Committee: Thanks everyone for your thoughtful input so far. The aim of the Process Committee is to get as much unfiltered creative thinking as possible. Data continues to be compiled and will be shared in June. Meanwhile, the forum on May 13 will be one more opportunity to gather creative insights and ideas from our entire KUUF community.  When the process completes in early summer, we will begin strategic planning using the data from the process. Hooray for congregational polity in our inclusive religious community! – Harriet King  #
On April 16th The KUUF Green Sanctuary Book Group discussed Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold.  Rolf Peterson led a lively and interesting discussion. Next, we will read What is Sustainable by Richard Reese. Betzi Praeger will lead the discussion on May 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship office. The book can be ordered on Amazon. Look for a review in Keweenaw Now. All are welcome. #   
From highway cleanup coordinator Rolf Swanson: Fourteen volunteers spent several hours on Saturday, April 21st. clearing our section of the right-of-way on M26. We first gathered at the Ekstrom's for coffee, pastries and fellowship, then proceeded to the highway. Over thirty bags of refuse were collected. It was good to complete this for Earth Day and it fits well with our green initiatives. Our next pickup will be scheduled sometime between July 14-22nd. We invite others to join us. Many helping UUs make light work of this project.               #

ON WGGL: You will be hearing KUUF as a program supporter on MPR for the next several months.  We have arranged for a rotating series of messages. Let our board and publicity committee know what you think of the messages and this approach to expanding awareness of KUUF. – Barry Fink         #
KUUF Board meetings are open to all. The next one is Sunday, May 6 from 12:30 to 2 pm at the KUUF office at Trinity Episcopal Church. 

The KUUF Annual Meeting is Sunday, June 3 immediately after service at BHK with a  light lunch provided by the KUUF Board. Please attend this informative, once a year gathering where together we share ideas, hear progress reports, approve budget, elect Board and Officers, hear committee reports, and discuss programs past and future.  Agenda, minutes, budget, and financials will be available for preview by mid May. Stay tuned! You will hear more by email and on the www.kuuf.net website. -  Harriet King, KUUF President        #

The May 17 Green Film is "Food". Food is a local issue, a global issue, a development, health, political and economic issue. How can we design a food system that ensures health, accessibility and affordability for everyone? (49 min.) The discussion facilitator is Sara Salo, School Food Tour. Sara is the Founder & Executive Director of the School Food Bicycle Tour. Join us as we welcome Sara back to Houghton (she’s a Houghton HS graduate) after her epic 6,000-mile solo ride with the goal of empowering students, schools and communities to advocate for equitable access to wholesome food and student wellness through healthy eating and cycling. She earned a M.S. in Public Health from Oregon State University. Sara is fascinated with examining and strategizing how the roles of place, community and individual come together to create and maintain sustainable food systems.  School Food Tour  http://schoolfoodtour.org/about/
The film will be shown in a new location: 135 Fisher Hall, MTU at 7 pm Thurs. May 17.

82 people attended the April film, Carbon Nation, and there were many positive comments on the upbeat focus to the film.–Carol Ekstrom #       
From new member Rhianna Williams: 

I originally came to the Keweenaw to be a librarian at Tech. I now am working on my 2nd masters in Environmental Policy.  Married to a Hubbell native, we live in Lake Linden with our two cats and cockatiels.  I enjoy knitting, hiking and am an off and on political junkie.  Since I have already been attending KUUF for a year I can say I have already been wowed by how warm everyone is and I look forward to continuing my participation in the KUUF community.                  #
From new member Frank Kohl: I have the good fortune to live on the Silver River north of L'Anse. Previously, I was a municipal attorney for the City of Southfield.  I have two sons, Dan who lives in San Francisco and Tim who lives in Detroit, whom I wish I could see more often.  I feel very fortunate to find a community dedicated to generosity, inquiry, decency and harmony; and I am excited by the prospect of being involved in our fellowship.                    #
No room at the Club. Last October a meeting featuring Richard Dawkins was canceled because the owner of the Wyndgate County Club in Rochester Hills, Michigan did not want his facility to be associated with “people like Dr. Dawkins or his atheist philosophy.” Dawkins was scheduled to be the special guest at a dinner sponsored by the Center for Inquiry of Michigan. Dawkins is a highly respected British evolutionary biologist and member of the Royal Society. He is also the author of several popular books about religion. In his 2006 book The God Delusion, Dawkins contends that a supernatural creator almost certainly does not exist and that religious faith is a delusion—"a fixed false belief." The book has sold more than two million copies and has been translated into 31 languages. Unfortunately the club owner’s view of atheists is shared by many people in the U.S.  A rally held on the national mall March 24, 2012 was an attempt to show atheists as responsible citizens.
From the Washington Post: Atheists, non-theists, secularists and others who say they believe in reason, not God, gathered Saturday on the Mall for the first Reason Rally, where they pledged to stand up for their beliefs in a society that they say sometimes views them with skepticism and distrust. It was, one speaker said, their coming-out moment. “God is a myth,” said Dave Silverman, president of American Atheists. “Closet atheists, you are not alone.”

Despite intermittent rain, several thousand people gathered on the lawn across from the National Museum of American History to hear a roster of speakers that included comedians, activists and the first openly atheistic member of Congress — Rep. Pete Stark (D-California.). “We’re here,” the crowd yelled in a chant led by Fred Dewords, national director of the United Coalition of Reason. “We’re godless — get used to it.”
Organizers said the aim of the rally was twofold: to unite individuals with similar beliefs and to show the American public that the number of people who don’t believe in God is large and growing.

“We have the numbers to be taken seriously,” said Paul Fidalgo, spokesman for the Center for Inquiry, which promotes scientific method and reasoning and was one of the organizations sponsoring the rally. “We’re not just a tiny fringe group.” According to the American Religious Identification Survey in 2008, the number of people who claim no specific religious belief was 34 million, 15 percent of the U.S. adult population. 
Saturday’s attendees included a mix of young and old, white, black, Hispanic and Asian. Inside the exhibitor tent, they could speak with representatives of groups ranging from the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a group that embraces the secular roots of Jews, the Hispanic American Freethinkers and Recovering from Religion, a group whose goal is to help people leave their religion.

Dustin Taylor, 21, a student at SUNY Cortland, attracted some attention with his T-shirt, which said: “Free drinks to the person who can prove God exists.” Taylor, who plans to become a science teacher, said he wants to ensure that his future students have a strong grounding in science. Too often, he said, people believe something simply because it’s what they’ve been told. Classmate Erica Deretz carried a poster with the slogan, “Let’s have a moment of science.”
Matthew Zemo, 29, of Brooklyn said atheists have been too nice for too long. He said he hopes the rally will encourage people to step up and speak out. “This gathering is long overdue,” he said. “This is just the beginning.”        
David Silverman, president of American Atheists, explained why he thinks such rallies are needed: America is one of the most religious countries in the world. And if you are non-religious, it can seem that without religion you cannot be elected to public office, cannot be considered a moral or ethical person, or be considered a patriot. It does not appear to matter what religious beliefs you cling to so long as you can tell anyone who asks, “Yes, sir or ma’am, I believe in God.”

This rally is a repudiation of these presumptions and these assumptions. The Reason Rally is an opportunity for everyday Americans to come together in our nation’s capital to celebrate a fundamental aspect of who they are. While the Reason Rally is a non-partisan event with attendees from all along the political spectrum, it is a statement to Washington, to our elected leaders, and to the rest of the nation that nonbelievers are a legitimate political segment of the American population.

Everyday atheists, agnostics, humanists, freethinkers, and other nontheists use U.S. currency that carries a religious creed on it. In school, our children are forced to recite a national pledge with a religious avowal. Our elected officials feel the need to use their own religious beliefs as tools to divide us by praying at the beginning of official meetings, the opening of legislative sessions, and other official events where U.S. citizens of many religious backgrounds attend and belong. 

Some presidential candidates use their religious beliefs like weapons—waving their own values as swords, vowing to make everyone in this country follow the same religious dictates as what they believe. That is not what this country stands for, that is not the ideal for which this country was founded.

America means I get to be free to be an atheist, a Catholic, a Jew, a Muslim, and a Mormon— without fear of reprisal from my government. I should feel safe knowing that my government will not force a particular brand of religious ideology on me through laws and regulations because it is practiced by the current president or because it is the most popular religious ideology in Congress.

Religion is how many people identify themselves—or at least part of themselves. It is no different for nontheists. But we do not identify ourselves as believing in nothing; rather we celebrate the lives we have now because we believe there will be no others. We celebrate the opportunities to assist our fellow humans, to leave the planet a better place than we found it, and to treat other creatures with dignity and respect. We celebrate life. We share the same hopes, fears, and aspirations as those with religious beliefs. We just don’t look to any gods or supernatural beings for answers; we look to ourselves.

The Reason Rally is not about eradicating religion. There is a difference between wanting a secular government and a nontheistic government. A secular government is one that gives no preference to any religion or to non-religion. This allows the government to remain neutral and to protect all religious belief. America’s great religious diversity is best protected when the federal government stays neutral about matters of religion and ends special privileges for religion in law.                                            #
Bob Fiandt’s review of a book from the KUUF library: A Stream of Light:  A Short History of American Unitarianism, edited by Conrad Wright, (1975, 178 pages). This book was prepared for the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the American Unitarian Association founding in 1825.  The five authors each wrote a single chapter covering a period of roughly 30 years. The book has photographs from the UUA archives, extensive chapter notes, and an index.  I think that this book is probably the best that we have concerning the history of our Unitarian heritage. The text begins with the start of the Unitarian controversy in 1805, and concludes with the merger of the Unitarians and Universalists in 1961. In the preface Wright states that due to changes in historiography, portions of our history are being rewritten by modern scholars.  This text is meant to provide a better treatment of our history. I have decided to report on the first two chapters this month and the remainder of the book next month.  
Chapter 1 by Charles C. Forman covers events during 1805-1835, including the first Episcopal Church in New England becoming the first Unitarian Church in the New World;  the conflict between the orthodox and the liberals; the development of the new (biblical) criticism; the adoption of  the constitution for the American Unitarian Association on 5/26/1825;  and William Ellery Channing’s “Baltimore Sermon” (5/5/1819) called the most famous sermon ever delivered in America.   Forman concludes, Unitarianism in its first period displayed a remarkable combination of catholicity, authentic piety, and practical morality.  It was a splendid achievement.”
Chapter 2 by Daniel Walker Howe covers the period 1835-1865. Howe calls this time “the golden age” of American Unitarianism. It produced many distinguished leaders of society; dealt with the slavery issue; and saw the development of Transcendentalism.  

Unitarians were unmatched in promoting “humanitarian philanthropy and reform.”  Some of the most notable activists included an educational reformer; poets; historians; aid to the blind and the mentally ill; and pioneering social work.  The issue of slavery caused internal strife among Unitarians.  Howe describes slavery as “the ultimate denial of Christian humanism.”  
Unitarians dealt with the question Should liberal religion be ultimately rational?  The “New School” called Transcendentalists, said “No.”  Religion, they proclaimed, was properly a matter of intuition, emotion, and faith. They “were essentially pantheists, people who saw and felt God everywhere—in all creation and especially in themselves.”  The key event in the Transcendentalist controversy was Emerson’s Harvard Divinity School address (7/15/1838).  He basically said that scripture and miracles were irrelevant. Theodore Parker proclaimed Transcendentalist principles in his sermon “The Transient and Permanent in Christianity.” (5/19/1841)  He claimed that all scriptures were “transient,” and Christ was transient.  In another important lecture Parker stated that Jesus may have taught some errors; and that “God has yet greater men in store.”  The Transcendentalists were considered radical in their efforts to change society.  “They placed moral intuition above written law, as they placed religious intuition above written scripture.”  The Transcendentalist controversy had Unitarians harshly disagreeing.  “In the long run Transcendentalism. . .was destined to be reabsorbed within Unitarianism.”

This time period—the middle one-third of the 19th century—was our “golden age” because of our enormous contributions in the realm of social, literary, and religious ideas. 
 I think the history contained in this book can teach us the impact that a minister can have on his congregation, or the impact that a single sermon can have on the entire denomination.  We can learn the social dynamics of people in general and churches in particular. Biblical criticism and debate will probably never end.  In this review I have omitted large amounts of excellent material.  I will conclude my review of this book next month.     #

Touch the Earth  

(Tom Hoornstra, Earth Day poem)

Cling to this moment, sink deep within it,

reaching beyond duality’s tensions

born of the mind split and fearful,

filling the world with angels and devils.

Reach down to touch the bare rock foundation,

crystal integrities once congealed 

from the fires of upswelling Creation.

Rest in the earth, cradled in green,    

feel the firmness of rock you;

banish the clamor of many voices,

listen in stillness to stone and to water:

There is one vibration, one silent thunder,

one Word being spoken, 

one great I Am.

The Earth bears witness, 

her womb bears the seed

to myriad fruition, this life all around me.

I feel her heartbeat, breathe with her breathing,

feel her life, her green shoots rising

out of every crack and crevasse.

Moss and grass, daisy and paintbrush

clothe her barren rocky surface 

in soft green fullness.

Life’s connecting fabric,

her living tissues, all of us

our Earth-island Mother,

her breast laid open to the sun,

body electric and embracing,

naked, untamed,

but not unholy

.
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